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hole that nobody would go near it;  but he did
not get the post.

The Wesley that the people of Oxford began to
see after 1729, when he returned from Epworth
(the authorities thought, not oddly, that the man
appointed lecturer in the classics and moderator
of the classes ought to reside in College) 3 was the
same man, but exaggerated ; for he found that
his brother Charles had, with one or two other
young men, founded a sort of society to lead the
religious life. This was a delightful surprise, for
when Charles had first come to Oxford and John
had remonstrated with him for his levity, he had
answered, " What, do you expect me to be a saint
all at once ! " Charles, spurred on by a young
man called Morgan, had taken to doing good
works, to living according to strict rule, to sub-
mitting his poetry to religious themes. Since in
1726 John had read Law's Serious Call and
Christian Perfection, he also had come to think that
priests should attend to the poor and sick rather
than to points of grammar or the elucidation of
Hebrew syntax. He joined his brother with
enthusiasm, and at once sprang to the leadership
of the group. Thus Oxford beheld with astonish-
ment a tiny coterie taking Christian doctrine
literally (it was to happen again a hundred years
later), incessantly praying, rigorously observing
fasts, living meagrely so as to give all they could
to the poor, and preaching, yes, actually in jails !
They would meet together several evenings in the